FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Toronto, ON – July 12, 2011

Khush: A Show of Love opens July 28

When York University professor and emerging conceptual artist Andil Gosine visted the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives (CLGA) to search through the fonds of Khush, a groundbreaking South Asian gay and lesbian organization founded in Toronto in 1987.  Gosine became captivated by hundreds of letters, written by people from all over the world and addressed mostly to Khush’s founder, Nelson Carvalho.  “The letters,” says Gosine, “demonstrated a romantic, considered longing for connection and community in a world before Facebook, chatrooms and Grindr.”  
Audio recordings of the letters, performed by Toronto-based queer artists and activists, are the centerpiece of Khush: A Show of Love, the CLGA’s featured exhibition running July 28 to September 1 at the Archives Gallery.  The exhibition draws upon Carvahlo’s 2006 donation to the CLGA.  These archival materials are framed by two contemporary works by Gosine and 21 year-old multimedia artist Joshua Vettivelu.  Gosine’s text-based foulards comment on the ambivalent ways new technologies have shaped experiences of intimacy, while Vettivelu’s videos call attention to the persistence of racial anxieties in the field of desire. These contemporary works exemplify the enduring legacy of Khush and serve to re-contextualize the importance of this group and the archival materials.
Khush was a love affair from the start: two friends hanging out on a spring day in June, 

1987, dreaming up a fun, friendly place where South Asian gay men could meet. By the time the group disbanded a decade later, much more was left in its wake than the two imagined. The exhibition is a show of love for Khush and the indelible mark it left not only on Toronto, but also on contemporary queer arts, culture and politics. 

Themes highlighted in the exhibition are further explored in podcasts that will be presented online each Wednesday at www.andilgosine.com/khush:

July 27 & August 3: Carvalho discusses the history and impact of Khush.
August 10: Fab magazine’s 2011 “Gay Sex Survey” is the starting point for a discussion, about racism and intimacy among Toronto’s gay men, with Dunstan Egbert and Vijay Saravanamuthu. 
August 17: Revered social justice activist Punam Khosla recalls her early encounter with Khush, leading role in shaping the Desh Pardesh festival of Arts and Culture, and thoughts about the organization’s legacy and relevanace.
August 24: Gosine and Vettivelu in a freewheeling conversation about the exhibition.

Khush: A Show of Love begins with an Opening Reception at the Archives Gallery, 34 Isabella Street, Toronto, on July 28 from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m.
MEDIA CONTACT:

William Craddock, CLGA: 647-213-2861 
wilcraddock@gmail.com 
clga.ca/exhibitions

The Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives (CLGA) was founded in 1973 and grew out of The Body Politic, the Canadian gay liberation newsmagazine of record during the 1970s and 80s. Once a hidden gem in Toronto, the CLGA grown from just a few boxes of material to become the largest independent LGBTQ archive in the world. Within the Archives are the stories that illuminate contemporary queer life.
